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CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH 
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For us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and from whom we exist and 
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
(1Corinthians 8:6). 
 
The creation of the world is neither a truth of a philosophical nature, nor is it an object for 
scientific investigation, but a matter of faith. Neither the philosopher nor the scientist and 
for that matter no created mind can understand how the world was created from nothing. 
Our Heavenly Father has revealed to us, however, all that is necessary to know 
concerning the creation of the world. Our knowledge of creation should lead us to glorify 
the Creator or as St. John Chrysostom says, Do not pry too closely with human reasoning 
into the works of God; instead, let the works lead you to marvel at their maker. (On 
Genesis 2:11). 
 
In the Book of Genesis we are provided with an account of the creation of the world. In 
this account Prophet Moses wants to teach us that God in Trinity created everything, 
and that the world was created in such a manner so that the last act of creation would 
result in the creation of man.  
 
Creation was an act of the Most Holy Trinity: By the Word of the Lord the heavens were 
made, and all their host by the Spirit of His mouth (Psalm 33:6). At the beginning of his 
Gospel St. John speaks of the creative role of God the Word: All things were made 
through Him, and without Him was not anything made that was made (John 1:3). In the 
Book of Genesis we read: The earth was without form and void, and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters 
(Genesis.1:2). The Word and the Spirit are, Saint Irenaeus tells us, the two hands’of the 
Father.  
 
To teach this, Moses spoke in a manner that would convey this teaching to his people 
and to the generations that would follow.  Prophet Moses wrote what he learned from 
God. He was a holy man, a friend of God who had been blessed with the Grace of God. 
He was able to attain to a knowledge which is ordinarily out of the realm of the human 
mind. It is for this reason that our Father Moses who lived thousands of years after the 
creation of the world, could tell us how the world was created. St. John Chrysostom 
comments of this marvelous teaching: 

Notice this remarkable author, dearly beloved, and the particular gift he had. I 
mean, while all the other inspired authors told either what would happen after a 
long time or what was going to take place immediately, this blessed author, 
being born many generations after the event, was guided by God on high and 
judged worthy to narrate what had been created by the Lord of all from the very 
beginning. (Genesis 2:5). 

 
For Orthodox Christians the creation of the world is to be studied so that we may draw 
closer to the Creator of all. For this reason we should earnestly prepare our souls to 
receive such high lessons. (St. Basil, Hexaemeron 1,1). What we will learn are words 
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of truth written without the help of the enticing words of man's wisdom (1Corinthians 
2:4) by the dictation of the Holy Spirit; words destined to produce not the applause of 
those who hear them, but the salvation of those who are instructed by them. (St. Basil, 
Hexaemeron 1,1). 
 
What is it then that we are instructed? In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth. (Genesis 1:1). Here the divine author informs us that it was God Who 
created a beginning. Saint Basil speaks about this beginning:  

The beginning, in effect, is indivisible and instantaneous. The beginning of the 
road is not yet the road, and that of the house is not yet the house; so the 
beginning of time is not yet time and not even the least particle of it. If some 
objector tell us that the beginning is a time, he ought then, as he knows well, 
to submit it to the division of time— a beginning, a middle and an end. Now it 
is ridiculous to imagine a beginning of a beginning. Further, if we divide the 
beginning into two, we make two instead of one, or rather make several, we 
really make an infinity, for all that which is divided is divisible to the infinite. 
Thus then, if it is said, In the beginning God created, it is to teach us that at 
the will of God the world arose in less than an instant, and it is to convey this 
meaning more clearly that other interpreters have said: God made summarily 
that is to say all at once and in a moment (Hexaemeron 1:6) 

 
According to the Holy Fathers, this beginning became the origin of time and that in this 
beginning all things that exist were created: In the beginning of time, therefore, God 
created heaven and earth. Time proceeds from this world, not before the world. (St. 
Ambrose, Hexaemeron I,6:20).  All things have a beginning in time and will have an 
end (Ecclesiastes 3:1-11).  The Fathers tell us that time is divided into seven ages and 
at their consummation, an eighth and everlasting "day" or "age" will dawn.  
 
Saint John of Damascus teaches us: 

When there was yet no sun to divide day from night, no way existed to 
measure an age; but yet there was a sort of temporal motion and interval, 
something, as it were, coextensive with eternity. And in this sense, there 
was one age, an age that we may use to describe God eternal and even (pre-
eternal, for the age (aeon) itself was His creation . . . God alone is without 
beginning. . . whether of the 'age' or any other existing thing. .. But we may 
also speak of 'ages of ages' inasmuch as the seven ages or the present 
course of time includes ages in the sense of men's lives and, in a sense, one 
age here also embraces all the ages. The present and the future are called 
'ages of ages.' Furthermore, everlasting life and everlasting punishment 
indicate that the 'age to come' is without end. For that (eighth) age, the 
period after the resurrection, will not be counted by days and nights. There 
will be no evening but one day only, no evening because 'the Sun of 
Righteousness' (Christ) will shine brightly on the saved, but the sinful in that 
age will endure only profound and limitless night.  (Exact Exposition of The 
Orthodox Faith, II,1) 
 

After we are told that God brought all things into existence, the Holy Prophet Moses 
instructs us concerning the wisdom in which God created everything with a plan and order. 
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God's creation is not governed by chance or mathematical probability. As St. Basil affirms: 
The creation of the heavens and the earth were like the foundation and the groundwork, 
and afterwards an intelligent reason, as the word beginning indicates, presided in the 
order of visible things; the world was not conceived by chance and without reason.  (St. 
Basil, Hexaemeron, 1:6). 
 
When we read in the Book of Genesis that the world was created in six days we should 
understand that the days and sequence of creation is used by the Prophet Moses to show 
us that the Providence of God guides the whole of creation. We are taught by the Holy 
Fathers that the duration of this world as we know it is seven days or ages and that the 
eighth age is the age to come. (St. John Damascene,  Exact Exposition of the Orthodox 
Faith, 11,1, St. Basil, Hexaemeron, 2,8).  We are told by Prophet Moses that God rested 
on the seventh day, but let us not suppose that this means that our Creator and Father no 
longer cared for the world which He created. Our Lord tells us, My Father worketh hitherto, 
and I work. (John 5:17). The work of Creation is not completed until the eighth day, 
when the just will be resurrected and a new day will begin. A day which will have no 
night because the Sun of Righteousness will shine eternally. The rest of the seventh day 
refers as St. Ambrose says to the Passion and Resurrection of our Lord. He (Christ) 
anticipated for Himself repose (of death) in the body for the redemption of mankind, as He 
declares in His own words: 'I have slept and taken my rest and I have risen up' (Psalm 
3:6). (St. Ambrose, Hexaemeron, VI, 10:76). 
 
All of creation has as its purpose the eighth day. It is for this reason that the earth is 
the center of the creation account. The earth is the place of man's habitation and it is on 
earth that the mysteries of the Divine Economy are unfurled. The Book of Genesis is 
purposely geocentric lest we lose ourselves in cosmic immensities and forget why the 
cosmos was created. God our Heavenly Father created us for His Kingdom: Come, you 
blessed of my Father, take possession of the Kingdom prepared for you before the 
foundation of the world. (Matthew 25:34) 
 
We see that the world which God created is not just for man's habitation but to serve him 
on his way to the eighth day, to the Kingdom of Heaven. Creation should lead us to 
proclaim, the Heavens declare the Glory of God and the firmament showeth His 
handiwork (Psalm 18:1) and come to understand that if what we can see is so 
marvelous, then how wondrous must be that which was prepared before the creation of 
the world and that we can not see. God has not only revealed to us the fact that He 
has created everything that we see around us, He has further revealed the mystery 
of creation as something which includes the creation of an invisible and spiritual 
world, a world of angels.  
 
Before God created the physical world, He created this world of angels, a world 
inhabited by beings that have a free will and are bodiless. When we say that the 
angels are bodiless we mean that in comparison to ourselves they are bodiless, but 
in comparison to God, Who is pure spirit, they have bodies. In other words, even 
though they are spirits, they are limited, for when they are in Heaven, they are not on 
the earth and when they are on the earth, they are not in Heaven. 
 
The angels are equal in nature.  They are created spiritual beings, bodiless by nature 
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and immortal by Grace.   The thousands upon thousands of angels (Daniel 7:10), 
however, do not have the same rank and order. St.Dionysios the Areopagite, a 
disciple of the Holy Apostle Paul, speaks concerning the orders of angels on his 
work The Heavenly Hierarchy.  Here we read that there are nine orders of angels 
divided into three hierarchies, each of which is divided into three orders: the highest, 
the intermediate, the lowest. The first hierarchy, the highest and closest to the 
Most Holy Trinity, consists of the SERAPHIM, CHERUBIM, and THRONES. The 
intermediate hierarchy consists of the DOMINIONS, VIRTUES, and POWERS. The 
lowest hierarchy consists of PRINCIPALITIES, ARCHANGELS, and ANGELS. 
 

The leader of the heavenly host (Luke 2:13; Heb. 1:14) is the Archangel Michael. He 
is called one of the chief of princes (Daniel 10:13) and commander of God’s host 
(Numbers 5:14).  Archangel Michael drove Satan from the heavens crying out to the 
other angels let us stand well. During the Feast of the Archangels, the Church sings: 

Thou art fiery in appearance and wondrous in beauty, O Archangel Michael, 
traversing the spaces with thine immortal nature, fulfilling the commands of 
the Pantokrator, and known as powerful in war. . . 
 

Archangel Gabriel revealed to the Most Holy Virgin Mary that she would become the 
Mother of God.  He is also the champion of the Orthodox Faithful. 

Demolish, O Gabriel, leader of hosts, the attack of heretics which rise contantly 
against thy fold. Heal the division of thy Church; still the tempest of countless 
temptations, and deliver from hardships and calamities those who eagerly 
celebrate thy memory, who hide under the shadow of thy protection, O 
intercessor of our souls. 

 
The angels were created before the visible world, and out of the great amount that 
was created, some of them were led by the Archangel Lucifer in a revolt against God 
and were immediately expelled from Heaven and the Love of God to Hell. Saint 
Irenaeus has given us an account of how and why the Archangel Lucifer fell: 

Great creations had been prepared in the world by God before man 
was created. A place had been given to main where he found himself 
provided with everything. In this place, God, Creator of all things, had placed 
servants, each with his own particular office. A captain of a thousand men 
was in charge of this place and he was set at the head of his fellow soldiers. 
These soldiers were the angels, and the captain was an archangel... But he, 
seeing the numerous favours that man had received from God, became 
envious of him and began to murmur. He brought about the ruin of man 
and made him a sinner by inducing him to violate the commandment of God 
with full malice. Thus the chief cause and instigator of sin was the angel 
through his trickery. He who had sinned against God was stricken and man 
was driven out of Paradise. And the angel, since he had followed his own 
inclinations in revolting and abandoning God, was called Satan in the 
Hebrew language, the same angel whom we call the devil. 
 

Prophet Isaiah tells us: 
How has Lucifer, that rose in the morning, fallen from heaven! He that sent 
orders to all the nations is crushed to the earth. But thou saidst in thine heart, 
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I will go up to the heavens, I will set my throne above the stars of the heavens: 
I will sit on a lofty mount, on the lofty mountains toward the north: I will go up 
above the clouds; I will be like the Most High. But now thou shall go down to 
hell, even to the foundations of the earth. (Isaiah 14:12-14). 

 
After the devil and his angels were driven from the heavens by the Archangel Michael and 
his host, the demons filled created space (Eph. 2:2; 6:12). The heavens were no longer 
accessible to them. The Light of God, in which the good angels always bask, was now 
painful to them and they could only dwell in the dark. In Orthodox icons, therefore, Satan 
and the demons are depicted as not only ugly but dark, having lost both beauty and the 
eternal Light. 
 
Instead of repenting, the powers of darkness, who were once angels of light, became 
eternal in their self exile from the love of God and have ever since tried to corrupt 
God's created world in order to hinder its progress towards union with its Creator.   
 
Evil was brought into the world by Satan.  Many people ask why God allows Satan to 
exist.  The human mind cannot know the beginning of things and, consequently, 
cannot know the origin of evil or why God permits it to exist. If God allows evil to exist, 
we can say no more than that He has good purposes which we are not to judge. Your 
thoughts are not my thoughts nor your ways, my ways. For as high as the heavens 
are above the earth, so are my ways and my thoughts above your ways and your 
thoughts, the Lord said to Isaiah (55:8-9). 
 
The holy Archangel Michael, being a faithful servant of God, was placed by God as 
the leader of all the above-mentioned nine heavenly orders of angels. At the time of 
the ruinous fall of Satan into pride, his abjuration from God, and his falling down into the 
abyss, Michael gathered all the orders and forces of the angels and cried with a great 
voice: 

Let us attend and stand aright before our Creator and let us not think about 
that which is contrary to God! Let us attend what those who were created with 
us and until this time were participators with us in the divine light have 
suffered! Let us attend how they suddenly fell from the light into darkness 
because of pride and from the heights werd cast down into the abyss! Let us 
attend how Lucifer, who rises in the morning, fell from heaven and was 
broken on the 
earth! (St.Gregory the Dialogist, Interpretation of the Gospels, #4). 

 
The belief in angels and demons is very strong in our Church and can be found 
expressed very clearly in both Holy Scripture and Holy Tradition. The existence of 
angels is taught in the Old Testament, but with the coming of our Lord, we learn more 
about their existence and activities. An angel appeared to the Theotokos and 
announced God's plan for our salvation. An angel informed Saint Joseph concerning 
the cooperation of the Theotokos with God for the salvation of the world. Angels 
sang at the birth of Christ and informed the shepherds of this great event. Angels 
served Christ in the desert. An angel announced His Resurrection. An angel 
unchained Saint Peter and led him out of jail An angel encouraged Saint Paul when 
the ship he was travelling on was caught up in a storm. Our Lord Jesus Christ told us 
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that we have Guardian Angels (Matthew 18:10) and Saint Paul told us that the angels 
of God broaden our view of the many mercies of God (Hebrews 1:14).  
St.Gregory of Nyssa has written something in order to help us understand the work of 
our Guardian Angels: 

After our nature had fallen in sin, we were riot abandoned in our fall by 
God, but an angel, one of the beings who have an incorporeal nature, was 
set up to aid the life of each of us.   The destroyer of our nature, in his 
turn did just the same by sending us an evil, pernicious angel   to the 
detriment of human nature.  It now depends upon man, who finds himself 
between two angels, each one seeking to lead him in a different way, to 
make the one triumph over the other.  The good angel presents his spirit 
with the fruits of virtue, everything that those who do good see in hope.  
The other angel holds up before him the pleasures of earth, pleasures 
which hold no hope for the future, but pleasures which can captivate the 
mind of the foolish when they are seen and enjoyed in the present. 
 

Our Guardian Angel does a great deal to help us. He instructs us about the Love of 
God and leads us to repent for the way in which we ignore the Love of God and sin in 
spite of the Will of God. He helps us to pray to God for forgiveness and mercy and 
then aids us in our struggles to resist the devil and to stay in the path of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Upon feeling the presence of temptations of the devil, we can dispose of them 
by praying Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy upon me a sinner and by 
blessing ourselves with the Sign of the Cross. These are short and intense prayers 
which drive demons away.  
 
We should thank our Lord for the care which He sends to us through our Guardian 
Angel and also realize that we often hurt our angel by going against the Will of God. 
For this Ireason we should pray to our angel every night before we go to sleep: 

O Angel of Christ, holy guardian and protector of my soul and body, forgive 
me everything wherein I have offended thee every day of my life, and 
protect me from all; influence and temptation of the evil one. May I never 
more anger God by any sin. Pray for me to the Lord, that He may make 
me worthy of the Grace of the All-Holy Trinity, and of the Most Blessed 
Theotokos, and of all the Saints, Amen. 


